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miner in 1775, and directed to perſons of all 


ranks in his pariſh. The flate of bis health ha- 
wing made it neceſſary, that he ſhould for ſome time 
defiſt from preaching to his flock ; he judged it pro- 


Per to leave with them this teſtimony to_ſeveral im- 


_ portant truths of Chriſtianity. As the ſubjefs 


are of general importance, and expreſſed in ſerip- 
tural and energetic language, it is hoped its repu- _ 
Blication will be uſeful. ' Several alterations, how- 
ever, have been made, and a few pages added. 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


Mar I not hope, that greater attention will be 


paid to an addreſs from one who. lately ſtood on the e « 


treme verge of time; in the moſt perfect exerciſe in i 
reaſon, viewed thoſe awful ſcenes in which he oxtefted 
every hour to be immediately concerned ? Ar addreſs 


from one, who hath not yet forgotten the impreſſions 
which he felt from the thoughts of the divine judgment 
after death, nor the fears which guilt then awakened in 


his ſoul, nor the hopes with which the Lord, by his te- 
ſtimony concerning his Son, was pleaſed in fome mea- 
ſure to inſpire him ? ; | | 

| You will own, that one recovered from this condition 


ought to be much inclined to addreſs his fellow-creatures. 
about their eternal concerns; and you cannot deny that 


they ſhould be equally diſpoſed to hear him. Muck 


more ought this to be the caſe with thoſe who have hi- 


therto paid little attention to theſe matters, or who have 
delayed the conſideration of them to an uncertain futu- 
rity. Let that future hour, ſo often thought of, be this! 


delay not any longer the intereſting meditation. This, 


my friends, is the diſpoſition of every individual of the 


human race, in their firſt ſtate: They give fewer 


thoughts to the condition of their ſouls, than to their 
moſt unimportant concerns: They meditate more about 
the verieſt trifles, than about this one thing needful: Or 
if ſome, more thoughtfully diſpoſed, turn their attention 
to thele ſubjects, they only ſpeculate about them, and 
are thus foohſbiy deceived, It conſcience, or conviction, 


in reading or hearing the word, at any time rouſe and 


arreſt them, they rid themſelves of their fetters, by the 


falſe and abſurd excuſes with which their own hearts, 

and the devil, and the world, furniſh them fo plentifully, 

Tour compare themſelves with others; by the compati- 
9. 29. 
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ful iſſues, are the object of dread. Alas ! in vain ſhall 


ſon and forgetfulneſs together, they bring down the num- 
ber and the guilt of their fins almoſt to nothing. They A 
dwell on that common, but moſt abſurd idea, of a kind 


with God and their awakened conſciences, which they 


their ſad ſelf. indignation at being ſo long the willing ſub- - 


[ 4] 


of mercy in God which vents itſelf without regard to 
wiſdom, or holineſs, or juſtice, or truth. They ſwell 
their outward privileges and performances into a reſpec- 
table fize.; and by joining theſe to their acts of juſtice 
and humanity, they thus preſs down the ſcale oppoſite 


to that in which they laid their ſinfulneſs and guilt. 
But though theſe expedients may give eaſe in an hour . 
of health and outward; proſperity, they cannot ſupport 


the mind when it ſeeks ſome prop on which to lean in 
diſtreſs; or when death and judgment, and all their aw- 


theie hiding-places in life be {ought after death to cover 
from judgment! In vain ſhall thoſe arguments be uſed 


once uſed with themſelves and one another! The hail 
ſhall ſweep away every lying refuge ; and their anguiſh 
be increaled, by their rage at thoſe who never ſought to 
awaken them from their dream while they lived, and by 


PR ELSE NDP 


jects of the groſſeſt and moſt palpable deceit. 

I moſt firmly believe that this hour is faſt approach- 
ing; every paſſing moment ſpeeds it on! In the view 
of it, I with to write this addreſs to you. In the view 
of it, may the Lord grant each of you to peruſe what 


I write. , Examine it, I beſeech you by the Scriptures ; 


receive or reject, according to its agreement or diſagree- 


ment with them. LI aſk not, for any * I write, the 


leaſt reſpe&, or belief, or indulgence, if the word of 
God is not its foundation. Let me only entreat you to 
take the earlieſt opportunity of comparing them toge- 
tber; and 1d you compare them, grant me the ſame fa- 
vour which the woman of Samaria found from her coun- 


try - folks, who eredited her report, and conformed to it 


in conduct, till they themſelves came and ſaw. —— 


Attend my friends, to the repreſentation which God, 
the only right Judge, and the true and infallible Wit- 
neſs, gives of the prefent ſtate of the nature of man! 


— . 
SECTION 1. 


OU will all be ready to own, that there is no man 
| that finneth not, 1 Kings viii. 46. ; that all baue ſin- 
ned and come ſhort of the glory of God, Rom. iii. 23. 3 
and that there is not even d ju/t man upon earth that doth 
good and ſinneth not, Eccleſ. vii. 20. But the word of 
God goes farther than this. It afferts, that there it no 
difference, Rom. iii. 22. among men with reſpect to fin 
and innocence ; that the whole world, except the choſen 
of God, /ierh in wickedneſs, 1 John v. 19. 3- that all men 
are under in, Gal. iii. 22, ; and that all men have com- 
- mi'ted acts of fin, ſo many and fo great, as to have one 

of their chief characters marked with truth from that 
circumſtance, We are denominated and deſcribed in 
ſcripture as ſinners: By the offence of one, we were made 
finners, Rom. v. 19. There is none righteous ; there ts 
none that doeth good, no, not one. This our character is 
- neither accidental, nor is it poſſible that at ſome future 
time it can be difſerently deſcribed : For theſe outward 
acts proceed from an inward-principle,--from the diſpo- _ 
' tion of our nature, Out of the heart proceed evil 


thoughts, murders, adulteries, formcations, thefts, falſe + 


witneſs, blaſphemies, Mat. xv. 19. The imaginations of 
the thoughts of our hearts are evil, only evil, and that 
continually, Gen. vi. 5. Sin has become the very inſtinet 


and infallible yet ſpontaneous tendency of every indi- 9 


vidual, We love and commit it as naturally as the babe 
defires the breaſt, or as the ox drinketh in water, Job 
xv. 16. And the tendency is early; for we aree/tran- 
ged from the womb, we go aſtray as ſoon as we are born, 
Pf. lviii. 3. No ſooner are we moral agents than we are 
ſinners :—Nay, it is immediate and continual. Even 
thoſe who ſtrive againſt ſin; even thoſe who, by the 
grace of God, have DEL the dominion over it, are 
4 ; 
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mind of the fleſu, the mind of every man by a is 
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ſometimes enſnared, and do the things which they in- 
celine not for the moſt part, and even ſtruggle againſt and 


abhor, Rom. vn. throughout. Now, as we pronounce a 


tree of the ſame kind with the fruit, which it has never 


failed to produce, for many a ſeaſon, and in every ſoil; 


ſo from the never ceaſing acts of fin committed by all 
men in every coudtry; ako. ſinfulneſs of our nature moiſt 
manifeſtly appears. | 0 | 

You ſee then the folly of the common ſaying, * That 
a man's heart it better than bis life.” It ought to be 
inverted, and then it is true: be life muff ever be bet- 


ter than the heart ;” juſt as there is mote ſap in the trunk 


of a tree than in the branches, and more water in the 


fountain than in the ſtreams. Do you wiſh to know 
What this inward principle is, from which theſe acts of 


fia proceed? Its appearances are manifold ; and it would 


require many words to delctibe it, or them completely. 


But they may be comprehended in one ſentence ; xxm- 
TY or HATRED AGAINST GOD. Thecarnal mind (i. e. the 


enmity againſt God, Rom. viii. 7. We are all in our firſt 


-  » ſtate enemies to God by wicked works, and in our minds, 
Col. i. 21. | 


If, my friends, you have not been convinced of fin by 
the power of God, you will think it ſtrange that I ſhould 


charge you with poſſeſſing or cheriſhing ſo diabolical a 


diſpoſition ; and your hearts muſt rife againſt my impu- 


- - dence, while you are diſpoſed either to reſent it, or to 
mile at my folly. But will you be pleaſed to conſider, 
-what you would eſteem fufficient proofs of hatred in one 


man towards another: Be ingenuous in ſearching your 
heart for the ſame ſymptoms of this diſpoſition towards 
God; and I am confident, that you may diſcover every 
thing with reſpect to him, that would be ſuſtained and 


kreſented as evidences of the moſt deep-rooted malevo- 
lence gainſt a fellow. mortal. At any rate, the divine 


teſtimony is explicit aud poſitive. upon this ſubiect : Rom. 


v. 10. Col. i. 21. Rom. i. 30. Eph. iv. 17, 18. And who 


art thou, O man, that replie/t again God ? | 
The queſtion ** How can this be 2” doth not alter the 


fact. We mull, and do, believe a thouſand things for 


which we cannot account. It is enough far us ta Rõν. 


or BUMAN NATURE. EY 


and this we do know from God's own te ſtimomy, that 
our firſt parents forſook God for the creatute and be- 
lieved the tempter rather than him; and that this' is 
the diſpoſition of all their poſterity. We are dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, Eph. ii. 1. as totally devoid of ſpi- 
ritual life, as a dead carcaſe is of natural, [ames ii. 26, 
And in this temper there is a fufficieat reaſon to account 
for all the oppoſition to God, and for all the hatred of 
him, which the ſcriptures aſſert ih eſſential to the natu· 
ral man: For the frienaſbip (orleve) of this world, ts the 
hatred of God. Whoever will be a lover of this world, 
is the enemy of God, James iv. 4.— Hany man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him, i John ii. 15. 
When the inferior principles in man aſſume the go- 
vernment of his heart, man is finful, The mere exceſs 
and ſuperiority of thoſe diſpofitians which' we naturally 
poſſeſs, produce every poſitively evil principle that reigns 
within us. I appeal to every one of you, if this either 
is not, or has not been, the tendency of all your hearts, 
Have you a heavenly life? Is your wind employed + 
bout any thing but the accommodations and fatisfaQtions- 
of the fleſh? Is it, or has it been your frequent thought 
that you have a connection with God—a dependence on 
him —an intimate relation to him? Do you maintain any 
correſpondence or communion with him? Is he the ob- 
je& of your delight, or ſatisfaction or worſhip? On the 
contrary, is not this world your all? do not the hearts 
of thoſe of you who dre in any degree exalted above the 
reſt, pant for its honours, —its vain diſtinctions—or its 
wealth,—as your principal object, in ſeparation from 
God, and without regard or ſubordination to his glo- 
, . 


ih what with are the hearts filled of thoſe of you 
in the middle rank of life What is the object of your 
diligence in buſiñeſs, but independence and tranquillg 
at ſome future ſeaſon, — in a ſnug retreat from the labsurs 
of life — The object of the loweſt is of the ſame kind. 
The repoſe of the evening, or the reſt at the end of the 
week, joined to the ſupport of your family, are alone 
ſought by you in all the toil and fatigue you endure. 
And though you cannot hope to rife from your meati 
donditiob, yet to be diſlinguiſhed by the lealt things a- 
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bowe thoſe equally low is near your heart. be hope 
of, ſubing your children, if you have any, in s higher 
ſphere, is often thought of and indulged, and endeavours 
uſed for that purpoſe, without reſpecting the Lord as 
the bliſsful object of our ſouls, the author of our being 
and our all, and the ſupreme diſpoſer and ſovereign. of 


every event upon earth 


| No, what is the lingoage of this 9 but, that 


we are made for this workbaloge—connetted merely with 


the objects in it, and Rat they are to be purſued as di- 


ſtinct things from their Creator? Enmity againſt God 


—alienation-from him in heart—diſregard of his will 
breach of connection and correſpondence with him. 
follow naturally and infallibly upon this: fo that the 
rifing of one ſcale doth not more naturaly ſink another, 
bo that darkneſs doth not more naturally ſucceed the 
abſence of light, than the love of the things that are 
ſeen baniſhes eſteem and reſpect to the inviſible I EHO- 
van; for /uft, (i. e. deſire), when it hath conceived, 
bringeth forth fin, James i. 1 5. „ 


But in oppoſition to theſe truths of divine revela- 
tion, ſome, I know, are diſpoſed to plead their freedom 


om every out ward act of groſs ſin. “ I am not, 
ſays one, an extortioner, an adulterer, nor even as ihis 
publican: Who can lay an unjuſt, an unkind, an intem- 
perate act to my charge?” I allow what you allege, but 
I deny your concluſion. He who offeadeth in ong point, 
it guilty of all, James ii. 10. , A, man may be iy every 
relpe& moral and irreproachable; he may be able to defy 


the world to accuſe him of any one tranſgreſſion; and yet, 


in the fight of God, he may be a finner like others, and a 
depraved principle may exiſt as really and in as great vi- 


gour in his heart. The divine law is, and muſt be, ſpi- 


ritual. It muſt take cognizance of the moſt ſecret af- 
fſetbtions and deſires. It is as really broken or obeyed 
by*thefe, as in our out ward conduct. Thus you ſee, ac- 
corcling to the meaning of it, which Chriſt (did not add, 
but) vindicated and explained in the 5th chapter of Mat- 
thew, cauſeleſs anger is murder—the moſt ſhort lived and 
* trankent luſt is adultery—the light and irreverent uſe of 

every ſacred expreſſion, is profane ſwearing. Now, 

though you may plead Not guilty, if arraigned, of ſhed- 
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ding blood, of actual uncleanneſs, of the invafiom of your 
neighbour's bed, or of the awfal profanation of the nine 
of God and wicked curſes ;—yet, can you, in the pre» 
ſence of that God who ſearches the heart,—whoſe eye 
is now upon you while you read and think of the que- 
ſtion,—can yon ſay that you ate innocent of every breach, 
in thought, word, and deed, of the exteeding broad law 
of God? Dark, indeed, muſt beithtieloud that covers 
you, if you anſwer I am innen But if you own 
the contrary ;—if you confeſs that year have harboured 
many a foul thought, and many a finful wiſh, which ne- 
ver were (hown in action; hat reſtrained them, I pray . 
you, from ſhewing themſelves ? Had it been the love of 
God or a ſenſe of his glory, and your obligations and ſub- 
jection to bim; would not that have reſtrained the inward 
as well as the-outward luſt ? Had it been the hatred of 
the fins themſelves that deterred you from committing 
them; that too would have extended itſelf to the in- 
ward deſire, as much as to the open act. Had it been 
regard and love to holineſs ; that would have inclined 
you to every politive holy duty, as much as to outward 
abſtinence from fin ;--You would love God ;--you 
would delight in him ;--you would obey, or,endeavour 
to obey, all his la vs: - you would be for ever humbled 
for your ſhort comings and fins ::-—and you would feek 
to be found in Chrift Jeſus, not having on your own rigb- 
teouſneſs, but. that which is of God, Phil. iii. 9. | 
he truth is, that the place and. circumſtances in 
which providence fixes us, the buſineſſes we are led to 
follow, or the bodily conſtitution we have received; ei- 
ther put the commiſſion of ſome fins out of our power, 
or do not tempt us to commit them. Cowardice, and 
the fear of revenge, with-hold many a man from detrac- 


tion and quarrelſomeneſs. A. ſickiy conſtitution, or po- ö 


verty, prevent the indulgence of intemperate and ſen- 
ſual appetites.  Affluence- ſuppreſſes the workivgs of 

diſcontent, and the moit manifeſt effect of covetouſneſs 
in robbery or theft. Or ſometimces one luſt overpowers 
another, and doth not permit it to exprels itſelf. Ava- 
rice combats pride, when it would ſhew itſelf in coſtly 
pleaſures and entertainments ; and luxury, and many an 


indulgence, dear to us, but for their expence, Or tem- 
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E prone to thoughtleſs proſuſions occaſion both your 
atted of niggardlineſs, and your accidental acts of 
thoughtleſs generoſity. Or motives {till of a different 
kind are perhaps the cauſe of your abſtinence from vice. 
Your family, or your neighbourhood, are ſober and de- 
cent: Thus your pride, your fears of contempt, and 
-- cenſure, and unpopularity, make you alſo ſober and de- 
cent,—Or you ma de under authority; a child or a ſer- 
vant ;— Fears of en, or banĩſhment. may thus in- 
fluence your conduct. Or you may have heard that 
finners ſhall be damned :—Y ou may have been told, 
that they ball go away into everlaſting fire, prepared 
| for the devil and his angels. This, as a notion, may float 
in your head ;—it may hunt and affect you; — and you 
may ſuppoſe, that a regular moral life will ſecure you 
againſt this impending vengeance. r | 
But, my dear friends, it any or all of theſe motives 
united are the only reſtraint upon your inward defires— 
if theſe alone prevent the indulgence of them, are you on 
that account to be differently characteriſed from the 
reſt of the world? Are you not to be eſteemed ſinners 
with them? Lay it down as a truth which cannot be con- 
troverted, © That there is no goodneſs in the life, which 
hath not its ſeat in the heart: That there is no 
action holy, which is not performed from the love of 
* holineſs and of God, and under the deep ſenſe of his 
well founded authority.“ Be aſſured, that the out- 
ward regularity and moral conduct which proceed from 
the love of reputation, the fear of puniſhment, or the 
mere dread of that authority, which reſts on power and 
ſeverity alone, is not in any degree valued by Gop, and 
ought not to be eſteemed by men, (if they could ſee its 
motives,) becauſe in no reſpect valuable in itſelf. We 
judge :o in other things. We do not praiſe mercenary 
obedience, nor eſteem a perſon on account of that con- 
duct into which he is terrified by threatening, Neither 
doth even the world think him a %, man whom the 
fear alone of the gallows reſtrains from theft. nor do 
they thank the benevolence of him who diſcovers a laid 
train of miſchief to ſociety, merely through the hopes of 
eſcaping it. ; og eto st ba 57 1 
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— ſuppoſe that your abſtinence from fin was really pro- 
duced by true and good motives ;—yet where are your 
poſitively good actions? The omiſſion of good, as well 
as the commiſſion of evil, conſtitutes you a ſinner 
both are prohibited. Even in negative precepts, as 
the excellent catechiſms of the Aſſembly of Divines 
ſet forth, which are the faith, of every hong man in 
the church of Scotland, there are things required as well 
as forbidden. At the laſt awful inquiſition of charac- 
ters, the ſentence doth not ſo much proceed on what 
halb been done as on what hath not been done. The 


proofs of the guilt of the condemned, produced by 


the infinitely impartial Judge, are not actual tranſgreſ- 
ſions, but failvres in duty. See Matth. xxv. ow, 
my friends, apply all this to the preſent caſe; — and let 
the mouth of the ſober, and decent, aud moral, be ſhut, 
—while their hearts ſwell with the humble coufeſſion, 
„Let GOD be true, who hath concluded the whole 
* world under fin.” | 

But if all the world are under fin, —Are there none, 


it may be aſked, but finners in it ? Is there no man up- 


on earth more holy than ſinful? Is there no man who 
loves God better than the world, and who is entirely 
ſubjected to him in heart? Yes, my friends, there are 


ſuch upon earth But theſe are men not in the ſtate of 


their nature :--- Theſe are neu- born creatures :---Theſe 


are they who are 1econciled,---who are adopted,---who 


are made holy. Vet the very uſe of theſe terms, in de- 
ſcribing their character, ſuppoſes them to have been once 
enemies; children of another family, i. e. children of- 

wrath and impure and unholy.—-It is not by any redtiß- 
cation or reformation of their original nature that they 
have acquired this character, but by the free gift of a- 
nother.---It is not bythe prevention of the effects of Adam's 
ſin they can thus be denominated j---but by a pure fover- 


eign act of God,--- out of the courſe of rature---turniug 


the ſtream of ſin and miſery from the channel in which it 
naturally flows.—Such diſtinctions do not then affect 


the argument of this addreſs: For we have nat held 


forth what men can be made, nor from what they may = 


be delivered; but what they are, and where they tend, 
—unleſs divine grace miraculouſly interpoſes in their 
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behalf. Af any perſon who is truly-holy—who _ 
appears to love God, and to glorify him; —and he wi 

tell you, That he was once a child of wrath as others; 

«that he once hated God,—abhorred his will,. —ſerved 

divers luſts and pleaſures, —and was a poor fooliſh de- 

ceived creature. He will add too, That only by the 

of God he is what he is j—that towards him it 

been excęeding abundant ;—and that for his prefent 

happineſs; and ſtate, and hopes, he cannot give any rea- 

fon, but that in which Jeſus rejoiced, That ſo it hath 

ſeemed goodin the fight of God, Luke x. 1. and that in which 

Paul reſted, even that the Lord hath mercy on whom 

be will have mercy, and bardenetb alſo whom he will, 
Rom. ix. 18. 2 3 

Ik all mankind then are ſinners by nature ;—if their 

ats of fin flow from a foul ſpring that lies within them, 

the ftreams of which” have polluted their whole foul ; 

— of what kind are all the actions of every man in this 

condition ?---Many ſplendid deeds (it is granted) may 

be performed by them many things apparently good, 

many things followed by the beſt effects to others: 

But what are all theſe actions in the fight of God ? 

| e own EL I Co h rere 

4 #n the fleſb cannot pleaſe God, Rom. viii. 8. For without 

Fab i 2 to pleaſe him, Heb. xi. 6. Nay, even 

the plowing and ſo ming of the wicked is fin, and his very 

prayer and ſacrifice are an abomination, Prov. xv. 8. 

Xxi. 27. xxViii. 9. Nor, think this, my friends, an ar- 

bitrary determination of the will of God, unfounded in 

C reaſon, or contrary to truth. His judgments are perfett 

righteouſneſs : And as he never calls evi/, good ; ſo nei- 

ther will he ever call good, evi, Ia. v. 20. But 

it may even appear from what our own reaſon pronoun- 

ces concerning the thing itſelf, that it maſt be fo. If 

all men in a ſtate of nature are finners ;—if ſuch be 

their character, and if their fins proceed from the love 

of them, and the hatred of God ;—it cannot be, that à- 

ny of their apparently good works flow from the love 

of goodneſs. For, can we love a there quality when 

we do not love a living object who infinitely yoſleſſes 

it? Can we love holineſs, when we do not love-the Moſt 

* Holy God ? Or can we love holineſs and ſin at the e 
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time? 5, e. Can we delight in abſolute contraries ? Can 


we be equally well diſpoſed to things at the moſt irre- 
concileable variance with each other ? And if we perform 
acts which ſeem good and holy, — without love to holi- 
neſs, without eſteem of or regard to God, — can the acts 
themſelves be really good? or muſt they not be truly 
hateful and abominable in the ſight of God, however re- 
ſpeQable and excellent they may appear among men ? In 
vain, therefore, we plead our benevolent. and juſt and 
humane actions, in oppoſition to the divine declarations 
of the ſinfulneſs of our character and nature. The per- 
formance of theſe as little oppoſes our reaſoning in this 
addreſs, as the alleged freedom and abſtinence of many 
from acts of fin which others commit. Indeed, even 
though we ſhould allow, (what we do not believe;) that 
thoſe actions of natural men which are good in their mat- 
ter, proceeded from a good principle; ſtill they might, 
notwithſtanding, be conſidered as ſinners like others. He 
who from diſpoſition is finful in one inſtance, is a ſinner 


in the eye of God; juſt as he is a criminal in the view 


of human laws, who hath committed one act of theft 
or murder, though all the other actions of his life have 
been innocent and unblameable. | | f 
„Ho abſurd is it then to object againſt the doctrine 
of the depravity of human nature, or of the depravity 
and finfulneſs of individuals, that the number of their 
innocent and kind actions is greater than that of their 
crimes ! Infinitely more abſurd, than to inſiſt, that the 
domeſtic of a prince was not a bad fervant, becauſe, though 
he ſometimes contemned and affronted his maſter to a 
reat degree, yet he did not ſpit in his face fo often as 
i performed him acts of ſervice! Infinitely more ab- 
ſurd than to affirm, that his ſpouſe was a good wife to 
him, becauſe, though (ke committed adultery, and that 
ſometimes with his loweſt menials end ſlaves, yet ſhe-did 


not do this ſo often as ſhe did the duties of a wife! Theſe 


notions would be abſurd, becauſe the crimes are too hei- 
nous to be atoned for by many good actions of the ſervant 


and ſpouſe of the prince; the diſproportion being ſo vaſt 


between the merit of the one, and the ill deſert of the 
other: But in no meaſure ſo great, nay, infinitely leſs 
than that between the — of our offences againſt 


| 

1 
. 

I 
4 


ns « THE PRESENT STATE 


God, and the value of our acts of obedience to him." 
Edwards on Original Sin; London Edition, p. 39. 
Upon the whole, then, my friends, you fee that you 
reject the counſel of God, and are unbelievers of his 
word, if you do not own, that all the world are ſinners 
in his fight : and that this character ariſes from our diſ- 
n, and hath its ſource in the heart. 
I have dwelt longer upon this part of the ſubject than 


I ſhall upon any other, becauſe it is the foundation of e- 


very thing in Chriſtianity, and of every thing 1 fhall 


urge in this addreſs. And I moft earneftly emreat your 


attention to it, to the ſcriptures I have quoted in proof 
of It, and to the whole word of God with this view; in 
every page of which, expreſs aſſertions of the doctrine, 
or arguments which infer it, preſent themſelves to an at- 
rentive and unprejudiced mind. 


SECTION .. 


Havz now, my friends, laid before you the finſul- 
neſs of all men in a ſtate of nature ; 1 add, That e- 
very man in this flate is truly miſerable. The forboding 
of future miſery may well make him ſo: But I refer the 
mention of that to another ſeftion.—My intention in this 


; Is, to ſhew, that every natural, unconverted man or wo- 


man, is ar preſent truly wretched. The teſtimony of 
the Scriptures is as clear and expreſs on this head as on 
the former. The wricked {ſays Ia. lvii. 20, 21.) are 
Tike the troubled ſea when it cannot reft, whoſe waters 


cal up mire and dirt. There id xo peace, ſaith my God, 


#0 the wicked. Deſfruction and miſery (ſays Paul, ” Ris 

Mi. 16, 17.) are in the ways of all *, and the way of peace 
hey bave not Inown. Indeed, in the very nature of the 
thing, miſery muſt ever follow fim ns clofe as its flndow. 
For what conftitutes one miſerable, if ceaſeleſs deſire, un- 
fatisfied, doth not ? And this muſt be the feeling of every 
unregen e rate perſon, Ihe mind needs objects as much as 


That the ſentence muſt be ſupplied with theſe words is n 


. from the context, which the * to examine. 
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the body, and the one can be ſſ ar ved as well as the other. 
It is, made ſor God; and nothing elſe fills the dimen- 
fions of its capacity, or ſuits its nature. When, it turns 
away in averſion from him, it is harraſſed with diſappoint- 
ed defires, and corroded with unlatisfied appetites. The 
world, with all it contains, is too groſs, and limited, and 
periſhable, to ſupply his room. All its abundance and va- 
riety pall at ſome time upon the taſte, and leave its lov- 
ers to fit down in ſorrow ; forrow much more poignant 
and ſevere, than that which ariſes from the want of dai- 
ly bread. | For the pain of penury is ever in proportion 
to the dignity of thoſe powers and defires which are un- 
ſupplied with proviſion: and what is there in the world 
that can ſatisfy the appetite for ſpiritual ? or where 
can the moral ſenſe find a fit object but Jzzovan Men 
may be inſenfible of this miſery, becauſe theſe defires may 
be dormant, and thoſe powers dead and paſt feeling ; but 
they are not on that account leſs wretched. Do we pi- 
ty our ſpecies leſs in its moſt wild and barbarous condi- 
tion, becauſe they know not a better ? Or are we lefs 
diſpoſed to grieve for thoſe who are deprived of their 
reaſon, becauſe (monarchs, perhaps, in their own imagi- 
nation) they apprehend themſelves happier in their moſt 
diſordered feafous than in their lucid intervals ? and ſhall 
we ſay, that men under the dominion of fin can be in a- 
ny ſenſe happy with-the higheſt powers and the moſt ar- 
dent wiſhes of their minds ungratified, becauſe from in- 
ſenſibility to theſe powers and wiſhes, through the frequent 
repreſſion of them, they do not think of their wretch- 
edneſs ? But much more do we ſay that the finner is miſ- 
erable, when we think farther, not only that bis higheſt 
defires are ungratified, but re/i/led and dented. That per- 
ſon hath arrived at an high degree of corruption indeed, 
whoſe conſcience never checks him for the commiſſion 
of ſin: And if he hath even come that length, it has 
been through long and violent reſiſtance to its efforts. 
But how can he be happy, who is either obliged to ex- 
ert this reſiſtance, or who can reflect upon it ! The con- 
ſciouſneſs or the remembrance muſt ſurely diſturb him in 

a greater or a leſs degree. Much is thought and ſpoken 
of the pain of denying the lower powers and wiſhes 2 
How many men are terrified at Chriſtianity, by bearing 
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of theſe words, If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himſelf, Mat. xvi. 24. ! The ſelf-denial there en- 


ned, regards our baſe, low, unnatural, artificial deſires 

d luſts, and the undue degree of them; and what is the 
pain of this compared with the anguiſh of denying the 
underſtanding and the conſcience ? The powers of the 
mind have vigour and dignity according to their ſugeri- 


 ority and importance in it. Moſt important and ſu- 


” LF 


preme as thele are, what force is neceſſary to repel and 
overcome them? Alas! if the mortification of luſt is as 
the plucking out of the right eye and the cutting off the 


right band; were we as awake to the one as the other, 


the repulſion of theſe would be as the tearing of the 
heart from the boſom, or as the torture of the body on 
the rack. The denial of our luſts is reaſonable, and in 
our preſent ſtate neceflary. It is the will of God, it is 


_ dictated by our reaſon and conſcience, agreeable to them; 


hence ariſes the evil of their indulgence, But nei- 
ther the divine will, nor any power we are poſſeſſed of, 
in its right ſtate, can dictate the denial of conſcience ! 
This, then, muſt be unmingled and unleſſened miſery. 
Conſider farther, that holineſs is the glory of God, 
that God ſeeks his own glory, that all things are made 
for it. Now, fin is not only a different .but an oppoſite 
purſuit: but to purſue the courſe diametrically oppoſite 
to that we were made to ſeek, muſt alſo produce miſery 
and torment. As a joint formed to move one way is 
exctuciated by being forcibly ſtrained in another; ſo 
muſt the ſoul, created for God, be in anguiſh when ſet 
"againſt him. = | | 

To all this, it will be replied by thoſe under the domi- 
nion of fin: No man can convince me that I am wretch- 
ed, when I feel myſelf at eaſe and happy.“ I own it, 
my friends; 1 own that the omnipotence of God alone 
"Can convince you, that you are really and dreadfully 
-wretched white you are the ſervants of fin. Satan hath 


"blinded you. Of what can he not perſuade us? what 


can he not attempt to make us believe? is there a fall- 


hood more palpable than another, which he hath not at 


one time or other circulated with ſucccſs ? Could he in- 


fluence Eve to credit him, (whom ſhe then knew not) 


rather than God? Could he perſuade her, that the Lord, 
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who had but juſt created and bleſſed Adam and her, was 
a tyrant? Could he lead her to imagine, that by diſo- 
beying him, and eating of the prohibited tree, they could 
rite to his height and glory? Could he even attempt to 
infuſe doubts into the mind of the Son of God himfelf 
concerning his own character? And is there any tale 
too abſurd to be dreſſed up by bim in the garb of pro- 


bability, and impoſed upon credulous ſinners for truth? . - 


But one thing is certain we muſt allow that reaſoning, 
which we cannot anſwer to ourſelves. Examine then 
my dear friends, the proofs I have urged of your miſery ; 
try to detect their fallacy ; and expole it, not to me, but 
to your own minds: Then I allow you to diſbelieve, 

Alas! my friends, the hope or the abundance, of earth- 
ly good, is what keeps you at eaſe, you are intoxicated 
by the former or by the latter, and drunk with them 
You only forget your ſorrow, If one moment of liz 


| berty and reflection is enjoyed by you, the truth of my 


repreſentation will be then known and confefled : but 
it is the intereſt and ſtudy of Satan to keep the cup for 
ever at your head ; and when it is empty, the fumes of 
it lull you faſt aſleep. But oh! my friends, the Judge 
ſtandeth at the door, the trumpet ſoundeth loud, and the 
cry is, To judgment. Then you ſhall awake; the temp- 
tation of Satan is then over for ever, but the hour comes 
of his ungrateful triumph. How will he laugh at the 
calamity to which he hath allured! To his upbraiding, 


to the voice of God, to the departure of all your former 


goods, your ear will then be open, and all your feelings 
alive. Then, if not ſooner, ſhall we agree in opinion; 
and the miſery of your paſt days be owned, as well as 

the bitterneſs of your preſent. | 


2 
SECTION III. 
Havt repreſented to you, my friends, the united teſ. 


| timony of reaſon and of the ſcriptures, concerning 
our finfulneſs and miſery. I now add, that in conſe- 


quence of our ſinfulne fs, both of them concur in aflurivg 
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us, that every deſcendent of Adam is guiity in the fight of 
God. In every populous place there are ſome or many 
groſs ſinners ; ſome guilty even of the outward acts of 
uncleanneſs, intemperance, injuſtice, calumny, profane- 
neſs, &c.—And perhaps thoie among you, of this char- 
acter, will rather be pleaſed than offended with the ac- 
count I have given from the fcriptures of the ſinfulneſs 
of mankind. Perhaps the commonneſs of the character 
may be abufed by you to ſilence the alarms which con- 
ſcience ſounds in your ears for your fins, to baniſh the 
ſhame which, unleſs in the moſt corrupted places, is 
poured upon bare-faced iniquity, and. to deaden your 


feeling from the fears of future wrath, to which you 


may, with certainty and anguiſh, look forward. But 
know, thou preſumptuous tranſgreflor, that this abuſe of 
the truth of God is an addition to thy fins, and will in- 
creaſe thy condemnation : There is not any thing re- 


vealed by him that encourages fin, or is ſuited to make 


the perſon eaſy that commits it. The degrees of un- 
worthineſs, 1t is true, are different : but all are unwor- 
thy, all are vile, alt are guilty : and you will find here- 
after, (what you ought at preſent to thihk,) that your 


ſtate is more dreadful and more inexcuſable by reaſon of 


the numerous multitude who are ſunk in the ſame. He 


Who cannot lie hath ſaid, (Rom. iii. 19 ) that the whole 


world is guilty before God. The whole plan of ſalva- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt proceeds upon this principle, nor 
can the divine procedure in providence be accounted for 
upon any other ſuppoſition, Indeed one ſhould ſuppoſe, 
that the proofs of the finfulneſs of man are proofs of his 


; guilt. —They are ſo:--Yet it may be uſeful for your 


conviction, to point out the grounds of the gnilt of fin in 


the fight of God. What, my friends, is ſin? It 


is the contempt of that which is moſt excellent and 


lovely, and oppoſition to it: It is the omiſſion of 


what is fit to be done ; It is an improper reſtraint of the 
higheſt and governing powers of the mind: It is want 
of conformity to the holy will of God, and the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of it. Put theſe together, and think of the dread- 


ful evil included in them all—that is the evil of every 


ſinful deſire in the earlieſt ſtage of its exiſtence. Sin in- 


cludes in it a contempt of holinefs and the moſt holy 
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God. Is there any thing fo excellent as theſe ?-—-The 
excellence of ſome things may perith, or often it is not 
fo much in the things themſelves as in their relation to 
their objects. Thus devils and men were once holy and 
excellent beings; and though they are fallen from their 

lory, they ſtill continue angels and men. Thus, too, 
health and riches, and the other comforts of life, are 
bleſſings, and have an excellence, when one is able to 
enjoy them, and when they are employed for glorifying 
God: But ſuch may be our ſituation and circumſtances, 
that we have no reliſh for them : and ſuch is our depra- 
vity, that they oftener turn us away from God, and are 
uſed oftener againſt him, than made to redound to his. 
honour and praiſe. But the moſt holy Lord is un- 
changeably glorious--holineſs belongs to his eſſence. 
We cannot conceive it, or any of his proper perfections 
to be loſt, without ſuppoling the greateſt of all abſurdi- 
ties, the annihilation of God. Now herein conſiſts the 

ilt and demerit of fin, that it is the negle& and con- 
tempt of this infinite moral perfection. There is not a 
finfal thought or wiſh dwelt on by us for a moment, 
there is not a ſinful action committed by us, that does not 
fay, There is no glory in God, no beauty in holineſs ; there 
is nothing in either worthy of the leaſt eſteem, or re- 
gard, or attention. Oh! my friends, what is the guilt 
of this? Is there any thing in the univerſe that doth not 
declare its heinouſneſs ? Iuſenſible nature, in all its kinds 
and tribes, ſpeaks for God, and tends as it can to his. 
praiſe and glory: Men only and devils excepted, every 
ſyſtem in all its parts conſpires to honour him: And God, 
, who knows well the worth of all things, and whoſe ends 
are always moſt excellent, ſeeks the glory of holineſs and 
himſelf as the laſt and greateſt end in all his works, an 
end ſo noble as to blend and unite with every good in- 
ferior one, nay, even to aid and forward them. 

But farther : The highe/t and governing powers of the 
human mind are alſo oppoſed and dethroned by fin. The 
ſeat of our reaſon and conſcience is ſhaken by it; and 
the ſoul either thrown into the wildeſt anarchy and con- 
fuſion, or lorded over by unrighteous and tyraunical u- 
ſurpers. Conſcience is common to all men among us; 


and it has been fitly termed the deputy of God, Reſiſt- 
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ance to it, then, is reũſtance to him; rebellion againſt 
it, is a real revolt from his authority, and an open 
breach of our allegiance. But fin is not only contrary 
to the will of God, as inferred from his nature and 
works; but 1% a//o an avowed contempt of bit expreſily 
revealed will, and a baſe oppoſition to it.—— The tradi- 
tions current among the ancient nations, and reaſon it- 
ſelf, taught them the fitneſs of practiſing many things, 
of which they ſpake, indeed, as the commandments of 
God: But the wiſeſt among them ſaw how week that 
obligation was upon the multitude, and how much they 
needed an expreſs and authoritative revelation of the 
mind of God even concerning duty and fin. Now, 
God from the beginning ſuperadded this expreſs decla- 
ration of his will to the obſcurer notices of it by his 
works; and thoſe things which appear right to be done 
on their own account, become more ſo when thus direct- 
ly authoriſed and commanded. But when his com- 
mands are good as well as holy and juſt, when they are 
perfective of our nature, when they are for our profit, 
hen they are ſuch as reaſon would have dictated; had 
it been able to have diſcovered the relations on which 
they are founded, when they are what it now moſt per- 
fectly approves, when one end of God in enjoining 
them was the bliſs and the glory of our nature ; what 
is he who befitates concerning ſubjection? What is his 
guilt who r-fu/es it? nay, who uniformly oppoſes and 
contradicts theſe commands, ſo juſt, fo holy, ſo wiſe, ſo 
unſpeakably gracious? Far more, when we conſider up- 
n what the authority of that God reſts, who preſcribes 
— What is he ? what has he done ? what is he do- 


ing for us? The eternal, the infinite, the unchangeable, 


holy, and wiſe, and good, and powerful [cxovau ! The 
God who cannot even ſhew himſelf without conterring 


 blefledneſs on ſome one of his works! Who is like him 


in his nature? And as to us, think of creation, no one 
can create, but God, he is our Creator. Suppoſe we 
ſaw the duſt we tread on iuformed with a living foul ;, 


made to be happy, to be happy with the happineſs of the 


Moſt High, i. e. to be holy, and to have its bliſs, like 
his, from thence : What would we ſay it owed its Ma- 


ker : Vet this is not all our obligation; we go a 


What inſenſibility of mind is ſhown ? what callouſneſs 
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ſtep beyond it; for we muſt ſpeak what our minds im- 
perfectly conceive; we mult tell of the formation of 
that very duſt from nothing, as well as of its exaltation 
into a living ſoul! What can we ſay, too, of the count- 
leſs” preſervations and con forts, in the womb, in child- 
hood, in infancy, in youth, in manhood, in age; pre- 
ſervations from want, from danger, from a thouſand ca- 
lamities. Nor let each forget the peculiarities of his 
own condition; the preſence of ſo many mercies, the 
abſence of ſo many evils. Let finners think of grace, 
ſuited in every reſpect to our deſperate condition, of 
the goſpel, preached to eneinies, of eternal life, publi- 
ſhed and free to the dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and of 
the divine forbearance till this hour, while its lan 

is plain, I beſeech you, be ye reconciled to God. But let 
the reconciled through Chriſt, by the power of God, 
thiok of ſomethiug higher, Let ſuch think of diſtinguiſh- 
ing grace, of ſovereign mercy. What is it! to have 
dwelt for ever in the breaſt of Inu, the objects of 
his eternal thoughts, and counſels, and decrees ! the ob- 
jects of his eternal benevolence in his Son, and of bis 


+ preſent complacency ! the perſons for whom the Son 


was not ſpared ! the fouls whom Jeſus loved, under the 


curſe, as the reſt, yet thoſe for whom he gave himſelf 


a ſacrifice to the perfections and law of his Father! the 
temples of the Holy Ghoſt ! the abodes of his influence, 
and the filled with his glory ! the members of the ge- 
neral aſſembly and church of the firſt born written in 
heaven! the aſſociated indiſſolubly and for ever with the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect! If iin be the breach 
of any one of theſe obligations; if it amount, (as in 
ſome it muſt) to a violation of them all'; by what name 
ſhall we expreſs its malignity and demerit? Gui is a 
weak avd a feeble term, which every wife man will rea- 
dily apply to the breach of any human obligation : And 
ſhall we ſay no more of this complicated evil ? What is 
iogratitude towards man, what are injuſtice and infideli- 
ty with regard to a fellow creature, when compared 
with fin as it reſpects the Moſt High God: What duties 


are here violated ? what bands burſt aſunder ? what re- 


lations diſſolved, in wiſh at leaſt, on the finner's part? 


A 
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to every generous or teafonable feeling is diſcovered ? 
Upon the whole: Is not ſin, as an apoſtle hath expreſ- 
fed it, exceeding finful? Ought not all ſinners ſo to 
be eſteemed? Is not all the world ſinful, and ineffably 
guilty in the fight of God? | 
But to theſe aflertions and proofs of human guilt, it 
may be replied. by ſome, ** That the fins of their 1: 
have not been produced by any ſettled principle in their 
hearts, but by inadvertence and the ſtrength of tempta- 
tions, and that the guilt of them is thus leſſened or anni- 
hilated.” Let us examine theſe evaſlions,—Alas, my 
friends, As to inadvertence, Have you never heard of 
a revelation of duty ? Were you never called to watch- 
fulneſs? Did you never perceive the neceſſity of it? 
Were you never told of the imperfection and weakneſs, 
x not of the depravity, of your mind, and of the ſnares 
in the world around you? But if you have been inform- 
ed of - theſe things, did not watchfulneſs ſeem a duty as 
indiſpenſible as the love of God? And will you then 


| plead one fin to excuſe another? Try this upon earth: 


Doth the plea of drunkenneſs bring off the murderer from 
his fate? or is the ſentinel held guiltleſs who urges ſleep. 
as an excule for neglect of his duty? the defence is ad- 
ditional guilt, But did you ever in truth commit one 
fin through inadvertence alone? Was your mind then 
altogether unaffeted or diſaffected towards it? Were 
you.perfealy without the /ove of the fin, or the luſt, 
when you committed or indulged it Impoſlible ! In 
the ſcriptural and infallible account of the birth of fin, its 


origin is traced to /u/? ; and in luſt (or defire) the mind 


is not idle and inadvertent, but active and buſy, De- 
pend upon it, my friends, if you recolle& your ſins with 
care, you will find that your mind hath been perfectly 
conſcious while you committed them: or, if you are not 


- ſenſible of this, all we can ſay, is, that the habit cf fin 
hath been fo confirmed as to obliterate it; and that it 


hath grown from a thing different from yourſelf, into 


a natural and almoſt eſſential inſtinct, the operations of 


which we do not indeed always obſerve. 
As to temptation, I admit that it hath force ; and that 
there is not any thing without or within us that may not 


tempt us to fin, But how ſhould this leflen the guilt 
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of it ? Temptations prevail, not by conſtraint and vio- 
lence, but by perſuaſion and argument. "Thus'the de- 
vil and the world tempt us to fin : they folicit our con- 
ſent by preſenting motives to our view, but they cannot 
compel us to yield to their influence. And what induce- 
ments or motives have they to preſent ? Are they ftrong- 
er in themſelves, or more clearly ſet before us, than thole 
which God hath fet in oppoſitiun to them? I ſhall be 
anſwered, ** That as we are made to be moſt forcibly 
affected by our ſenſes, hence material and ſenfible objects 
Have greater intereſt with us than the arguments ot te- 
flimony conveyed to us by report, and which can influ- 
- ence us by faith alone.” I reply, by allowing that we 
are worldly creatures; but I deny that we were made 
ſuch. Man was made to live by every word which pro- 
ceedeth from the mouth of God, as much as by the 
bread which is termed the , of his life. Our ſpirit- 
ual life is now indeed departed ; though free and moral 
agents, we are really dead as to all its actings and exer- 
tions: Hence are we ĩadiſpoſed to truſt in the teſtimony 
of a pure ſpirit, or to live and walk by the faith of it. 
Bat this indifpoſition is the ſource of our fin and guilt, 
as well as the cauſe of our bondage to our ſenſes, and 
the temptation which comes by them; and ſurely a fin- 
ful and guilty diſpoſition can never extenuate, far leſs 
excuſe the demerit of (ſinful and guilty actions. 


—— — 


SECTION IV. 


S all men are ſinful and guilty, it muſt be that they 

are all under the divine ſentence of condemnation. 
If we receive the witneſs of God, this can be no dovbt- 
ſul matter with us: Rom. v. 8. By the offence of one, 
Judgment came upon all men to condemnation. But be- 
ſides our condemnation in our firſt father, all men are 
finners: All men have, in numberleſs inſtances, it is 
owned, tranſgreſſed the divine law, from a deep-rooted 
diſpoſition to do ſo. Now what can decide the preſent 
point more certainly than theſe words, Gal. iii. 10. Cur- 
ſed is every one who continueth not in ahi things written in 
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the book of the law to do them. Death in all its fullneſs 
of meaning, is that curſe. For (Rom. v. /f.) the wa- 
, fin ts death : not merely the ſeparation of the ſoul 
—— the body, and the diſſolution of the latter by pu- 
trefaction and worms in the duſt; but the ann.hilation 
of all ſpiritual life, the death of the foul to all its true 
joy and comfort and peace, and that degree of everlaſting 
damnation and miſery which is proportioned to the in- 
finite guilt of its ſin. And this, my friends, is uot mere- 
ly a poſitive conſtitution :-—Not only doth this eftabliſh- 
ment reſt on the will of God; but it is neceſſary ; it muſt 
| be in the nature of things; it cannot be altered. He that 
7 ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhalt or Tae rs REA corruption. 
ö "You caſt the ſeed into the furrow ; you cover it with the 
W— foil; the ſeaſon favours it; you ſee it vegetate and grow 
to the ear ; at length the harveſt comes, and your ſeed is 
gathered in with great increaſe, Believe it, my friends, 
&n riſes as naturally to death; its progreſs to eternal 
damnation and to death, is juſt as certain, as that of the 
ſeed to the ear when nurſed by the ſeaſons- What 
fruit, then, can the finner have of theſe things, the end 
of which is death? And what, in this view, muſt be the 
natural condition of the whole world who are all ſin⸗ 
ners? What, but that of criminals doomed to die, not 
et led forth to death, and a pardon yet poſſible to be 
beflowed on them ? Think what God is, and you cannot 
deny it: Is he not ſtrictly juſt and righteous : And will 
he not then gi ve each one his due? And is it not a righte- 
ous thing to recompenſe tribulation as well as reit ? For 
is it not equally abominable to juſtify the wicked, and 
to condemn the juſt ? Is not the Lord holy and true? 
Can he then call evil, good, or good, evi? Can he put 
light for darkneſs, or bitter for ſweet ? What is fin? An 
approbation of, or indifference towards what is evil; a diſ- 
_ approbation of, or indifference towards, what is good? 
And can approbation of what is good, and diſapproba- 
tion of what is evil, be ſhewn by outward figns? and 
ſhall they not be ſhown by God ? How can they be ſhewn 
properly, but by the puniſhinent of the tranſgreſſor him- 
ſelf? To fay then that God will not condemn ard pun- 
ich tranſgreſſors according to their demerit, it to utter 


blaſphemy ; It is to ſay that God is regardleſs of good 
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and evil; that he is > gs towards r e and fin. 
If in executing his deſigu of bringing many ſons to glory 
—it became Bie to Heck his jor ry their a0 
to falvation by his bitter ſuffetings ; if this procedure 
became his holineſs and juſtice, while he ſhewed his mer- 
cy; as much muſt the condemnation and puniſhment of 
the children of wrath become hir, while they plead not 
his grace in Chrift Jeſus. Fufther, God is not only juſt 
and holy and true in his nature; but he is the mortal Go- 
vernor and Judge of the world: and ſhall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right? A judge has no other rule b 
the law; as ſuch, he paſſes ſentence by it And who 
ſhall impeach the truth of God? is his law and its ſane-" 
tion right? Was his real intention declared by theth ?' 
Shall they not then be execate&? Or ate they mere 
bugbears, to alarm and frighten us, never intended to be. 
enforced ? | | | 
Beſides, every good thing in the creatures, of ſome- 
thing reſembling it, and tending to the ſame purpoſe; be- 
longs infinitely to God. A certain degree of tight fontid- 
ed anger, is perhaps a part of man's original innocent 
conſtitution. Men living out of ſociety, and without its 
protection, need ſome ſudden principle of thiskindfor fetf- 
defence: Hence it is poſſible 20 be angry and not to fin, to 
be angry for a juft cauſe. Now, though we ought not 
to conceive that any turbulent emotion can be felt By 
God; yet we may be certain, that ſonierhing which - 
produces fimilar effects with anger in us, belongeth to 
him. When the Scripture ſpeak of his eyes, his feet, 
and his hands, we know that theſe can only expreſs the 
watchfulneſs, the activity and power of a ſpitit: And 
when they mention his anger; when they ſay that Be i 
anyry with the wicked every day, when they affert tHae 
his. anger ſmokes again/t.tranſgreſſors, we ought to un- 
derſtand theſe and the like declarations as intended to 
teach us, that diſpleaſure with ſinners, and a calm md 
deliberate intention to condemn and puniſh them, ate as 
eflential to God, as anger is to us. whe 
But where then (it may be ſaid) is the merey of 
God? Although men are ſinful and guilty, may not this 
merey prevent their condemnation and pumthment? May 
it not diſpoſe the Lord, _ Juſt, and the Judge 
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of the whole earth, to relax the rigour of his: juſtice 
and the ſeverity of his adminiſtration? Elſe where 
is the place ve eſs, or the opening at. which 
mercy can vent itſelf ? Fatal, alas, hath been this rock 
to thouſands! Though many a beacon hath been raiſed on 
it, yet thouſands All ſteer the ſame courſe, regardleſs of 
the warnings of thoſe who have themſelves been endan- 
gered, and of the wrecks which float round them. But 
oh! my friends, conſider, I beſeech you, that juſtice and 
holineſs and truth are nia to God. It is as impoſſi- 
ble to deſtroy them, or to ſuſpend or deſtroy the exer- 
ciſe of them on their proper objects, as to deſtroy him- 
ſelf: And we bave ſhewn you, that the condemnation 
of fin and guilt-z- their proper object, and their true ten- 
dency. Thele are perfections that mu/? be exerted ; but 
mercy is a perfection altogether free in its exerciſe. God 
maythow it to whom he will. It may be withheld (as it is) 
fromone man, and giventoanother, for it might have been 
withheld from all, Was it not withheld from the angels 
that finned? What claim upon it, then, had we? The office 
of trying and condemning criminals for their offences, and 
the power of ꝓardoning them, do oftenupon earth reſide in 
the ſame perſon: And though the judge may extend his 
ſovereign mercy to the criminal; yet it is not extended 
to prevent his trial, or his condemnation if guilty. The 
law muſt firſt be ſatisfied and a ſpectacle of terror held 
forth to ſociety, though the perſon himſelf ſhould after- 
ward be reprieved or pardoned : And who cenlures the 
ſeverity of the judge? Among whom is the opinion of 
his mercy leſſened by this procedure? Why then ſhould 
the attribute of mercy, which indeed belongs to God, 
in an infinite degree, diſpoſe us to imagine that we ale 
not condemned, while we ownourſelves ſinful and guilty ? 
We are certain, that we deſerve puniſhment. Ignorantof 
all the zeaſons for which God ſometimes ſtops things in 
their courſe, we can have no certainty of freedom 
from condemnation: by hir mercy ; for our fouls tend to 
that condemnation and punichment, as naturally and cer- 
tainly as the rivers ruſh to the ocean. If we are made par- 
takers of the effects of the mercy of God, it will be of wiſe 
mercy, honourable, God- like, holy mercy, Mercy con- 
trary to law; contrary to juſtice; contrery to truth; nay, 
contiary to goodneſs, becauſe contrary to the general in- 
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tereſt of the whole; is not the mercy of God : It is fool- 
iſh fondneſs, the fruit of weak compaſſion, a feeling for- 
eign even to ſuperior human minds, far more to the in- 
finitely perfect divine. Infinite mercy and grace belong 
to God ; but when he determined to ſhew them to men, 
it was in an honourable way: They flowed to us in a chan- 
nel that became him. Suggeſting the redemption of fin- 
ners, they ſuggeſted alſo the ſatisfaQion of the law, and the 

iſplay of his attributes, by the wonderful facrifice of his 
own Son, as previous to the actual application of their 
effects to ſinners, Thus they did not prevent the con- 
demnation of men; but they delivered them from it: 
They did not move God to diſpenſe with his unchange- 
able law, but to magnify and fulfil it? They did not 


incline the perfections of God to ſuſpend their effects, 


as if they or he were rigorous and vindictive; but af- 
forded them full ſcope and exerciſe another way. Hi. 
ther then, if you hope from the merey of God, muſt 
your eyes be turned you muſt look to mercy in union 
with juſtice and holineſs and truth, rot to mercy which 
* them. Man, in performing his part, may ſome- 
times counteract his reaſon, and ſometimes his paſſions : 
It is neceſſary, when we wiſh him to do a good action, 
that we addreſs both; whereas when he is . 

a bad one, intereſt is made with his paſſions againſt.his 
reaſon. But though we are corrupt, can the glorious 


nature of God be at variance with itſelf ? Doth he ever 
_ _ a&t in oppoſition to his own attributes? Or muſt he de- 


ny himſelf in any part of his procedure? It were blaſ< 
* to ſay ſo. And therefore, if our hope of ſalva- 
tion be well founded, our hearts are directed towards the 
juſt God and the Saviour, who hath declared his righ- 
teouſneſs in the remiſſion of ſin, by ſetting forth his own 
Son as the propitiation for it. WY P52 
Doth this account ſurpriſe any of you, my friends? 
Are you apt to wonder that God hath not the power 


which man (you ſay) always poſſeſſes, i. e. to forgive of- 


fences freely, without any breach of juſtice or truth or 
poſitive law? - Attend, I-beſeech you, to your objection, 
and you vill ſee it altogether inconcluſive. God weighs 
the nature of actions; we conſider the effects of them. 
The puniſhment of God is proportioned to their guilt : 
ours to the evil intended and done us by them, The ſe- 


ought to do 
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- curity and welfare of ſociety render the inflictionof human 
puniſhments proper ; the infliction of human puniſhment 
and the condemnation of fin by God, are neceſſary, from 
the unchan ute nature of the thing. Now, to be ſure 
we way diſpenſe with our own eſtabliſhments; we may 
alter or abrogate thoſe things which only depend on our 
free · will: But God doth not, and will not, difpenſe with 
the condemnation and puniſhment of fin; becauſe he 
— but be wiſe and holy. Diſcerning things as. they 
are, he cannot but act according to that diſcernment. As 
we perhaps puniſh when we ought not; ſowe may pardon 
when we onght not; but he is perfect rectitude and can ne+ 
ver err. We may pat therefore xeaſon from our conduct 
to his. is God, and nat man; bit thoughts are not 
our thoughts, nor bjs ways our ways. 
I have thus, my friends, attempted to copy the chief 
lines of the human character which I can perceive to be 
abe in the word of God, Alas how ſad the portrait ! 
Gaful, miſerable, guilty, condemned creature! Yet it 
is the picture of you, af me, and of all the world, by 
nature... You much, however, miſtake the intention of 
its being placed before yau, if you ſuppoſe that your only. 
bufinels is to pronounce on the likeneſs ; or to praiſe the 
dexterity, or to blame the aukwardne(s, of the hand that 
held the nencil. To every one of yau, without excep- 
tion 3 ta the higheſt or to the loweſt; to the i ignorant, or 
the knawing ; to the unbelieying, or the Chriſtian ; 7 7s 
a-ſheahing figure, it dictates perſonal conduct. To r 
* nr is the intention of the next ſection. 15 


* 
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SECTION V. 


N conſequence of the finful, W guilty, ds con- 
demned ſtate of men, they are by nature all in Imme- 
mediate, continual, and imminent danger of eternal ruin. 
ht is ofpotnited for all men once to die: No one is ex- 
empred fiom this decree, This hand that writcs ſhall 
' moalder in the duſt, as furely as it now moves in this 
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employ; and the luſtre of the eye that reads what. it 
hath written, ſhall as certainly be dimmed in death, as it 

is now open on theſe lines: I'o the grave we muſt all 
come, without any order. Sickneſs and pain, the con- 


| ſequences of penury and labour, often pals by the rich, 


and arreſt the poor; but the poor and the rich, the no- 


ble and the mean, the learned and the fooliſh, are all a- 


like ſubject to this law, The king of terrors doth not 
diſtinguiſh, nor can he be bribed to ſpare : His darts fly 
thick around us: We cannot be aſſured where they will 
fix, till they have wounded ; nor have we ourſelves 
greater ſecurity from them, than any other in the world. 
And are we really (with the reſt) in this abſolute un- 
certainty, and do we yet think every one mortal but our- 
ſelves — Strange, unhappy infatuation ? Were we even 
to calculate the chances of death, (is we may ſpeak fo 
concerning an event certain in it{eif, though hidden from 
us,) how trifling would the difference be between one, 
and another! In childhood and infancy we know, that a 
third part of mankind die ;—age, we are ſure, hath nat 


many years to count: But why ſhould even youth pre- 


ſume on its vigour, and put off the ſerious thoughts of 
the ſoul to a diſtant haur that never may arrive? Art 
thou ſelf-exiſtent ? Do ſtrength, and health, and ſpirit, 
in which thou confideſt, ſupport themſelves? And are 
the riſks you run, and the dangers and diſeaſes to which 
you are peculiarly expoſed, —are theſe. no balance 
againſt the abſence of thoſe infirmities which ſeem to- 
others the forerunners of death? Which of you cannot 
the burning fever ſeize ? and who waſte awzy in the flow 
conſumption, but ſuch as you? Eager to face danger, to 
be the foremoſt in the hardeſt labour; how many diſ- 
aſters may you meet with, from which others are freed, 
becauſe they poſſeſs not that very robuſtneſs and health 
in which you glory.—You ſee then, my friends, it is al- 
together impoſſible for any of us to ſay, We ſhall 
be in this world to-morrow, or we ſhall not, before that 
time, be ſummoned naked ſpirits before an omniſcient 
God.” Now, my friends, he that ſaid, © I it appornt- 
ed for all men once to die,” aid alſo, * After death 


cometh judgment”) The truths are coupled in one ſen- 


tence ; and if the experience of every hour proves one 
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2 art of it, why doubt we the truth of the other? When th 


hearg we of one who never taſted of death, except by a th 
miracle? Do we look for that again? Rather may we to 
not be moſt firmly perluaded, that we and every one in ( 
the world ſhall ence bid adieu to it for ever? Give cre- v 
dit, then, to the othet part of the word of God. We, (2 
and eyery one we kuow, and a the world, /ha// Hand 1 


before (he judgment. ſeat of Chriſt ; the fecrets of every 46 
heart ſhall be revealed: we ſhall be judged, and receive tr 


according to the deeds done in the body, whether gold or di 
evil.” And what good deeds, alas! hath any natural to 
man to ſpeak of? and what ſhall be awarded to thoſe ni 
who have done evil? Tribulation and wrath, indigna- te 
tion and anguiſh, upon every foul of them. "Fo ſay what fe 
is the greatuels or degree, in any view, of the puniſhment ar 
of the damned, doth not belong to us: into an abyſs ſo ar 
deep, who can ſteadily look? The head grows dizzy as 
: while we gaze ! The eye averts itſelf from the fight ! m 
Yet, what muſt that be, which produces weeping and 1 
wailing and gnaſhing of teeth What muſt that be where ti 
even one drop of water is wanting t9 cool the tongue of 0! 
thoſe who are tormented in that flame What wk that Ic 
be where the worm «ieth not, and where the fire is not © t. 
quenched Should we even paſs over in the reckoning a 


all the poſitive anguiſh which is inflicted ; -ſhould we b 
think of it only as a ſtate where is a perfect privation of 5 
all pleaſure, while there ſtill remains an exquiſite ſenh- 1 

* bility ? what wretchedueſs do we deſcribe ? Suppoſe-di- 0 
vine goodneſs and forbearance and grate be ſhewn no 
more even to this world, and what ate we who dwell in Y 
it? This indeed is hell. No mare vain delights now, ſ 
to clay the appetite, no more ſenũble goods for the heart 0 
to faſſen on, no more deluding pleaſures to charm away I 
2ftion "Theſe are all gone ! for what continued them t 
but the mercy of God? The mind unemployed without, \ 
now turns inward. to live on its own ftore; but having 
no gathered proviſion, it tears its own bowels, and ſeeks ] 
for life by a kind cf ſell- murder. Hope that flattered | 
once, is now fled for ever; for the fun, that ſeemed 
darkened only for a while, is now diſcovered to be diſ- 
ſolved; and the earth on which it ſhone, wich all its ſyſ- | 
tem, is no more! What is it, then, to dwell on the 


reflection. 
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thought of the eternal abſence of good, even though we 
think not of the preſence of poſitive evil? how dreadful ! 
to think of the eternal aſcent of the ſmoke of: torment, 
(Rev. xiv. 11.) and of the everlaſting defiruftion of thoſe 
who are baniſhed from 'the preſence of the Lord! 
(2 Theſ. i. 8.) a puniſhment as certainly eternal in du- 
ration, as the reward and glory of the bleſſed, Mat. xxv. 
46. So, my friends, it muſt be. For if the juſtice and 
truth of God, if his law and his character as a judge, 
difpoſe to inflit any puniſhment ; they muſt diſpoſe him 
to inffict the juſt, the true, the threatened, the legal pu- 
niſhment. But how would a puniſhment that is not e- 
ternal, be proportioned to the evil of fin, which is (fa a 
ſenſe) infinite? How would it anfwer his thrtatenings 
and declarations ? for attend; there may be greater ſins 
and leſs, though the nature of all is infinitely evil; juſt 
as there are particles of matter greater or leſs, though all 
may be divided (as philoſophers ſay) into iutinite parts. 
The one and the other are differenced, not in their na- 
ture, but by multiplication of parts; The leaſt grain 
of ſand is matter, as much as a mountain; the ſhorteſt 
indulgence of any finful defire, is fin, and infinitely guil - 
ty, as much as the longeſt train of open acts of rebellian 
againſt God. And though the puniſhmeat certainly will 
be proportioned to the demerit, yet that difference ig 
proportion is conſiſtent with a ſameneſs in eternity of du» 
lation. How can it be otherwiſe ? how can it be but 
eternal, if the ſoul never die? The poſſeſſion and the 
hope of the goods of this world, keep the finner eaſy 
while here; Were it not ſor theſe, he would be as mi- 

ſerable in feeling as he is in reality. Now, is this world 
eternal? or have we any thoughts of the creation of a- 
nother ? What then muſt be the ſtate of the ſoul, when, 
totally removed from every obje& and enjoyment in 
which it formerly delighted, it is perfectly awake to its 
preſent corruption, to its preſent late of inteſtive hoſti- 
lity ? Vi laſts for ever, it mult, even upon this ground, 
be for ever miſerable. But remember farther, that ä. 
the tree falls fo it muſt lie—a decree ſhall go forth, He 
that is unjuſt let him be unjuſt fill; he that is filthy, let 
him be filthy till. Of the Aving there may be hope; 
the living may be reconciled and may be fanQtified ; but 
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there will be, there can be, no change after death. 


5 Now, every one knows, that finful diſpoſitions by con- 


tinuance invigorate, and that the repetition of ſinful acts 
is a ſinful habit, and that habit is a ſecond nature. But 
neither is this all : The ſeverity of their torture, the re- 
ſtoration of their conſcience to its power, and the ap- 
pearance of the Lord as a judge and the inflicter of their 


. puniſhment, muſt increaſe their hatred of God, their op- 
poſition to him, and rebellion againſt bim. It is impoſ- 


fible, then, that the love of holineſs and of God can e- 


ver be produced in their ſouls. It is impoſſible, that 


they can deſire or delight in either, or ever be willingly 
ſubject to God. Accordingly, in the parable of the rich 


man in torment, you do not find him repreſented as wiſh- 


ing to be in heaven, however acute his ſufferings were in 
hell, and however much he praycd a mitigation of them. 


« Scorched by that fire, which is deſcriptive both of the 
mental and outward ſorrow of the damned, he longed for 


a drop of water to cool his tongue, though given by one 
he had formerly eſteemed an object beneath his notice: 
And he earneſtly deprecated the coming of his brethren 
into the ſame place of torment, perhaps leſt his own fhould 
be increaſed by their upbraidings. Thus it is, my friends, 


that hell works no change in its wretched inhabitants. The 
damned for ayes, could they change their place, could not 


enduxre the joys of heaven, far leſs defire them. All its 
agonies do not beget eſteem of God, or delight in him: 
For nothing but the ſight of his glory in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, can win the heart, transform any one into his im- 
age, or dart a ray of hope intg that abode of guilty fears, 
the ſoul of a finner. But if the foul be not changed by 


its future torments; if its ſinful diſpoſitions are not weak- 


ened, but excited, by deſpair; if ſuch expreſſions of 
theſe diſpoſitions are ſhewn by condemned finners, as 
they are capable of ſhewing in that ſtate ; muſt there 
not be reaſons for the perpetual duration of their pun- 
ihment, nay, for its growing greater and greater the 


longer it laſts ? 


Hear then, my friends, the concluſion of the whole 


matter: We are all by nature finful, guilty, miſerable, 
. candemned, creatures; liable, we know not when, 10 
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death, certainly to be judged ; and therefore in continual 
danger of immediate and eternal mery. ö 


yy K 2 8 


Such is our wretched and miſerable ſtate as ſinners 
but is there no way of recovery? Ves, bleſſed be God, 
there is. This way is fully revealed in the word of God: 
and by an attentive humble ſtudy of the ſcriptures, de- 
pending on the teaching of the Spirit of God, you can- 
not fail to attain the knowledge of it, Search there» 
fore the ſcriptures ; for they teſtify of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is the way, the truth, and the life. 

Are we by nature finful, guiliy, miſerable and con- 
demned creatures? Jeſus, was mage ſin for us, wha 
tnew no fin, that we might be made the righ;eouſneſs of- 
Cod in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Our Saviour was called Ix- 
sus, hecquſe be ſaves his people from their fins, Mat, i. 
21. In what terms do the redeemed around the throne 


ſpeak of the remiſſion of fin ? To him that /aved us, and © 


waſhed us fram our fins in his own blood, end bath made 
us kings and prieſts unto God and bis Father ; 10 bim be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen, Rev. i. 
5, 6. Many read the ſcriptures without underſtanding 
their meaning. They have previouſly farmed ſame in- 
diſtinct notion of the forgiveneſs of fin, and content 
themſelves with the general hope of pardon, But fince 
God alone can fargive* fin, he has the undoubted right 
to preſeribe the method; and this he has done in the 
ſcriptures of truth, Be entreated, beloved reader, to 
examine the ſcriptures on this intereſting matter. You 
have ſinned, and art therefore juſtly under condem- 
vation, It matters not whether you bave ſigned more 
grievouſly than others. Even one ſin expoſes you to the 
righteous judgment of God. His law is perfect, god 
will nat admit of a ſingle tranſgreſſion. Cur/ed is every 
one that continueth not 18 ALL THINGS 4 iten in the hook 
of the law to do them, Gal. iii. 10. It is not then by do- 
ing your beſt, as many rene imagine, that you can 
obtain the favor of God. 'The Bible points out a 
more excellent way, Chri/t hath redeemed us from the. 
evrſe of the (gw, being made @ curſe for us, Gal, Wl, 13. 
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"He that believeth in Jeſus Chriſt bal be ſaved, You 


ſay, perhaps, you have always believed in Jeſus Chrift, 
It you ſpeak thus, you diſcover your total-ignorance of 


the matter. Men are naturally unbelievers. . If you 


have faith in Jeſus, you diſcern the glory of his char. 
ater as the alone Redeemer. You credit the teſtimo- 
ny which God hath given of his Son, that in him there 


is life for the guilty, without any reſpect to their own 


worthineſs or merit. You are convinced that « by the 
deeds of the law, you cannot be juſtified in the fight of 
God. And the fruits of faith muſt unavoidably follow, 


205 Having no confidence in the fleſh, you rejoice in Chriſt 


Jeſus, and worſhip God in the ſpirit. You live in the 
fear of the Lord. Redeemed by the precious blood 
5 Jeſus, you devote yourſelf to him in ſoul, body and 
pirit. MR | 


bis, my dear reader, is a free, a complete ſalvation, 


Thon, as a finner, guilty, wretched and miſerable, art in- 
vited to ſhare in its ineſtimable bleſſings. Ai the ſer- 
pent was lifted up in the wilderneſs, ſaith the divine Sa- 
viour, even /o muſt the ſon of man be liſted up, that wno- 
$OEVER helieveth in him ſhould not periſh but have ever- 
{afting life. Look then to Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſav- 
ed. Hear his voice, addreſſing thee in the goſpel, and 


thy ſoul ſhall live. Thou ſhalt be delivered from con- 
demnation ; thou ſhalt be freed from the power and do- 
minion of fin; thou ſhalt be beopght into the glorious 


liberty of the children of God ; and, having finiſhed thy 
courſe, thou ſhalt enter into the joy of the Lord. 
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Permit me to conclude with a few neceſſary ſenten- 

very one is partial to his own creed: Every one is 
much diſpoſed to reſt gore on thoſe proofs which ſeem 
to himſelf to ſupport it, than they can well bear. Per- 
haps that may be my caſe with regard to the preſent 
ſubject: But if it be fo, I know it not. I think I have 
examined it with all the attention and impartiality in my 
power; and I declare, I have as little doubt that this 
addreſs has held forth moſt certain truth, as that I now 
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write it. Perſuaded ſo ſtrongly of this, I am not able 
to think that any of you can give it an attentive peru- 
ſal, can weigh the evidence I have brought together, 
and can think of the ſubje& itſelf as carefully»-as you 
ought, and yet entertain a different view of human na- 

ture, how humbling ſoever it may be to your pride, 
how loth ſoever you may be to confeſs it. I do believe, 
my friends, that if any of you are of opinion, that you 
and I and all the world are not by nature ſinful, guilty, 
wretched, and condemned creatures, in continual dan- 
ger of eternal woe, that either you do not credit divine 
revelation, or that you are incapable of attending to 
the ftate of your own minds, or that through carelefs- 


-neſs and diſſipation, or too keen a purſuit of earthly 


things, you live unmindful of your moſt intereſting con- 
cerns. © | | 
But my wiſhes and intentions in addreſſing you on this 
ſubje& will be very far from being fully gratified mere- 
ly by leading you to agree in opinion with me about it. 

There are ſome things too plain to be denied, too clear- 
ly true to be refuled a kind of cold aud profeſſed affent 
au aſſent with which the heart is altogether unalarmed 
and unaffected, though the things themſelves are in their 
own nature ſuited to move its every paſſion. To con- 
feſs the fact of ſin, or even to acknowledge the ſource 
from whence it flows ; and to apprehend its true nature 
and demerit in itſelf; are very different things. The 
one is common to all who have a conſcience ; the other 
15 3 thoſe whoſe minds are enlighteued by the 
Spirit of Bod. The one is ſuperficial and tranfient ; 

the cares and buſinefſes of life eraſe the impreſſions of 
it, as the ſun exhales the dews which fell before it ſhone : * 
The other is deep and laſting ; it dwells in the heart, 
even while it is neceflarily employed with attention te 


. 


ſecular affairs. Nor do ſucceeding diſcoveries of the - 


grace of God by Jeſus Chriſt, and their own intereſt in 
it, baniſh it from thence ; on the, contrary, it grows with 
the growth of the knowledge of redemption, and peace 
of conſcience only opens for it a vent to flow forth. The 
one is a galling yoke under which the ſinner reluctantly 
groans : The other we ſpontaneouſly indulge though it 
be melancholy ; it grows by indulgence, and while the 
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he is prevented from eſcaping omy by the power 6 
thoſe who guard him; and his forrow is oecafigtied metre; 
Ix bythe ſhame and theſufferivg which he feels and felits 
The other is the generdueqgrief of him whom his o 
mind upbraids, and not the reprosch of thoſe he h#flf 
offended? The da —＋ 3 to whith his conduCt has expolt 

Ys PAST it, enter into his though ts; but res 
pentance for Bir folly Iv never ſeparated, in his heart 
from diſinteręſted contrition ſpringing. from a ſenſe ot 
his ingratitude and baſeneſs. N felt the former, 
be went- to bis own place : But the latter Wit 
EY the grief of Peter, when he went out and wept bitterly, 
Further; A deſire not only to flee from wrath, but 
to obtairr ſalvation and eternal glory, doth ever accom- 
pany that conviction of fin which is ine and fpirt- 
Simon, who was in the gall of bitterneſs, could 
. — an apoſtle to pray to God that the threatened 4. 
vel might not come on bers But the jaitor- (whe along 

of the" two believed the teſtimony conce 
Chriſt) cried out, Nas ſhall I do to be ſaved ? 
Once more; Fhe ſorrow which' works a change” & 
ming, ir gedly forrow:'It comes ſtom God, as well as leads 
ro God; and is begotten and chertſhed by apprehen- 
Fons of his holineſs and grace in Chrift Jeſus, rather 
_ .- than by the er = * n aud N diſplayed 
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